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K E Y N O T E  
S P E A K E R

Well known as a film critic and broadcaster in Toronto

and across Canada, Jesse was the first nationally

syndicated Indigenous columnist for the CBC, covering

film and pop culture for 20 local CBC Radio programs.

He has also been a regular guest on CBC Newsworld’s

News Morning and Weekend Edition, as well as Q. 

Jesse is Ojibwe, and his family comes from Chicago and

the Serpent River First Nation in 

Ontario. Jesse is Chair of the board of directors for the

Canada Council for the Arts.

 

His first book is published Sept 2021, titled

Unreconciled: Family, Truth, and Indigenous 

Resistance, and he’s co-produced the award-winning

screen adaptation of Thomas King’s 

best-selling book, The Inconvenient Indian. 

His experience also includes that of being named the

first Executive Director of the Indigenous 

Screen Office. He is an advocate for Aboriginal Arts,

most notably on screen. He draws 

attention to the imagery used by Hollywood in

portrayals of indigenous peoples and stresses 

the need for a culture to have influence on their own

depiction. His pieces on The Revenant, 

Beyonce and sports mascots were among the most

shared on CBC.ca. 

An outspoken advocate for Indigenous rights and First

Nations, Metis and Inuit art, he has 

spoken at the International Forum of Indigenous

Peoples, Smithsonian’s National Museum of 

the American Indian, the Canadian Arts Summit, the

Cultural Summit of the Americas, and 

numerous Universities and Colleges. 

In 2017, Jesse was named the inaugural recipient of the

Reelworld Film Festival’s Reel Activist 

Award, and in 2018 he received the Association of

Ontario Health Centres’ Media Award. In 

2022, Jesse was honoured as IABC/Toronto’s BMO

Communicator of the Year (COTY), an 

award that recognizes excellence in strategic

communication to deepen understanding, inspire 

action, and transform their community. 

Jesse Wente
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 A noteof thanks
We would like acknowledge this opportunity to gather, learn, and grow on
the traditional unceded territories of the Coast Salish People, including the
Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish), səl̓̓ílwətaʔɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) and xʷməθkʷəy̓̓əm
(Musqueam) Nations.. 

The conference would not have been possible had it not been for the
tireless efforts of our volunteers including our 2025 Pro-D Conference
Committee, the NVTA Executive and many other volunteers. Our sincere
thanks go to – 

Mary Aiello 
Jennifer Aragon 
David Barnum 
Karen Birchenall 
Milan Boljuncic 
Karen Brun 
Angelee Bulsara - Pro-D Chairperson 
Tammy Daley 
Alysia Francis
Owen Howell 
Cheryl Kuban 
Jennifer Kwong-Emery 
Daylen Luchsinger 
Wendy Matsubuchi 
Carly Roy 
Rob Walker 
Chris Zytaruk 

Thank you to the school district for the use of Carson Graham Secondary
School; Keynote speaker, Jesse Wente, for today’s presentation; Lisz Keallen
for ASL interpreting services; the workshop presenters; Massy Books; Pacific
Coast Catering; our many students volunteers, room hosts, and the amazing
NVTA office staff.


